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Ultimate Music Theory For 

Bass Guitar 
A Complete Approach To Theory For The Modern 

Bassist 
For many bass players, ‘theory’ can be a daunting prospect and seem like advanced 
mathematics. Most of us start playing bass because of our love for music and a desire to 
play with other people. It’s a fun pastime. We never signed up for advanced calculus.  

But here’s the thing…. Music theory is NOT Math! Music theory is simply a study of music. 
We attach labels to the things we play and hear every day in our regular practice. We learn 
how musical ideas work and how they are connected.  

You might think that music theory and the practical ‘playing’ of music are two separate 
entities. But they are NOT!  

Learning the theory of music simply provides a clearer insight into the music we love and 
allows you to learn, create and hear music with total freedom and clarity.  

Ultimate Music Theory For Bass Guitar is a huge two volume course providing a step by 
step, progressive approach to learning music theory and functional harmony from absolute 
beginner all the way through to advanced degree level. 

I personally studied music theory in a very academic, university setting, culminating in a 
Bachelors degree. There are very few (if any) ‘bass methods’ that teach music theory as a 
complete roadmap to that level. Beyond a certain level, all musicians will study 
harmony/theory textbooks with no instrument in mind. It is simply theory. 

In Ultimate Music Theory For Bass Guitar, all that information is provided with reference to 
the bass guitar. Every video lesson has a multiple choice theory quiz you can work through 
to test how well you assimilated the information. There is also a dedicated PDF ebook 
containing all the theory concepts that you can download on the main course page. 

The two volumes cover all aspects of music theory from the basics of sound, pitch and 
notes all the way through intervals, scales, chords, progressions and into functional 
harmony and advanced jazz concepts. 

All the lessons are listed below, so check them out and I’ll see you in the first lesson! 

Mark J Smith (Creator of TalkingBass) 

  



Ultimate Music Theory 
Lesson Listing 

Volume 1 – Theory Fundamentals 
 
Module 1 – The Musical Foundation 
 
1-0 Introduction 
1-1 The Sounds Of Music 
1-2 Tuning & Consonance 
1-3 Fretboard Theory 
1-4 Pitch Notation 
1-5 Rhythm and tempo 
1-6 Music Reading On Bass 
1-7 Rhythms in Application 
1-8 Subdivision 
1-9 Sixteenth Notes 
1-10 Rests and Silence 
1-11 The Dotted Note 
1-12 Tied Notes 
1-13 Triplets and swing 
1-14 Other Meters 

 
Module 2 – Scales, Keys and Intervals 
 
2-1 The Major Scale 
2-2 Key Signatures 
2-3 Scale Degrees 
2-4 Interval Basics 
2-5 The Circle Of Fifths 
2-6 Double Sharps and Flats 



2-7 Minor Intervals 
2-8 Alternative Fingerings 
2-9 Aug and Dim Intervals 
2-10 Minor Scales and Keys 
2-11 Relative Keys 
2-12 Interval Inversion 
2-13 Compound Intervals 
2-14 The Pentatonic Scale 
2-15 The Chromatic Scale 

 
Module 3 - Harmony Essentials 
 
3-1 Tertian Harmony and Triads 
3-2 Alternative Fingerings 
3-3 Chord Voicing 
3-4 Augmented Chords 
3-5 Diminished Chords 
3-6 Seventh Chords 
3-7 The Essential Seventh Chords 
3-8 Extensions 
3-9 Altered Extensions 
3-10 Added Note Chords 
3-11 Suspension 
3-12 Chordal Inversion 
3-13 Slash Chords 
3-14 Chord Simplification 
  



Volume 2 - Applied Harmony For Bass 
 
Module 1 – The Key Foundation 
 
1-1 Tonal Gravity 
1-2 Triads Of The Major Key 
1-3 Chordal Scale Degrees 
1-4 Seventh Chords Of The Major Key 
1-5 Primary and Secondary Chords 
1-6 Tonic and Dominant Chords 
1-7 The Subdominant Chord 
1-8 Melody and Harmonisation 
1-9 The Supertonic Chord 
1-10 The Submediant Chord 
1-11 Chord iii 
1-12 Chord vii 
1-13 Cyclic Progression 
1-14 Harmonic Analysis 
 

Module 2- Minor Keys and Melodies 
 
2-1 Expanding The Palette 
2-2 Secondary Dominant Chords 
2-3 Secondary Dominant Analysis 
2-4 Chords Of The Minor Key 
2-5 Chord Progressions Of The Minor Key 
2-6 The Harmonic Minor Scale 
2-7 The Melodic Minor Scale 
2-8 Modulation 
2-9 Turnarounds 
2-10 Blues Progressions 
2-11 Melodic Devices 
2-12 Chromatic Notes 



2-13 Melodic Analysis 
2-14 Modes Of The Major Scale 
2-15 Chord Scales 
2-16 Diatonic Extensions 
2-17 Secondary Dominant Scales 
 

Module 3 – Jazz Harmony Concepts 
 
3-1 Modes Of The Minor Key 
3-2 Harmonic Minor Modes 
3-3 The Jazz Melodic Minor 
3-4 Modes Of The Melodic Minor 
3-5 Minor Key Extensions 
3-6 Harmonic Modification 
3-7 Altered Chords 
3-8 Tritone Substitution 
3-9 Diminished Harmony 
3-10 Diminished Scales 
3-11 Modal Interchange 
3-12 The Back Door Cadence 
3-13 Augmented Harmony 
3-14 Modal Harmony 
3-15 Coltrane Changes 
3-16 Conclusion 
  



Ultimate Music Theory For Bass 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
What is the Music Theory For Bass Course? 
Music Theory For Bass is a two-volume course devoted to music theory from the absolute 
basics all the way through to advanced degree level jazz harmony. 

In Volume 1 we look at the basics of sound and pitch, music notation, rhythm, keys, scales, 
arpeggios, chords and much more. 

In Volume 2 we look at the chords of the major and minor keys and how chord progressions 
are created, modulation, secondary dominant chords, substitutions, modal harmony, 
diminished harmony, altered chords and much more. This is a deep dive into Harmony, both 
traditional and modern. 

The complete course contains almost 17 hours of video content spread over 91 lessons and 
280 pages of lesson material. Each lesson culminates with an online test that will quiz you 
on all the information covered in that video. 

What level of player is the course aimed at? 
The course is aimed at players of any bass skill level from beginner to advanced. But from a 
theory perspective, Volume 1 is aimed at beginner to intermediate level. Volume 2 is 
intermediate to advanced. 

What Will I Learn? 
After completing the course, you will have developed a foundation in all areas of music 
theory and functional harmony. The course is comparable to enrolment in a college 
harmony class. At a significantly lesser price! 

How Long Are The Lessons? 
The lesson lengths vary from 5 to 30 minutes each, but complete course contains almost 17 
hours of video content 

How is the course presented? Do I Download Anything?  
The course is hosted on the TalkingBass website so there are no video files to download. 
There is a direct link and a Dropbox folder link containing the Course Workbook. 

Is There A Time Limit On Taking The Course? 
No. You can take as long as want. There are no time limits 

Do I Have Lifetime Access To The Course? 
Yes, all TalkingBass purchases provide Lifetime Access. 
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