


 
The Creative Bassist 

Take Your Bass Playing To Creative New Heights 
 

We Asked the TalkingBass Community: “What would be your Ultimate Bass Course?” 

After asking that question to over 450k bass players in the TalkingBass community the 
results were unanimous!  

You wanted to learn how to jam with your friends, create bass lines on the fly in a band 
setting and improvise. 

So, here it is! The Creative Bassist is the answer to all your questions and MUCH MORE!! 

The Creative Bassist is spread over two huge volumes with over 20 hours of video content 
and 100 lessons. 

Volume 1 covers the creation of Bass Lines, Riffs and Fills in band/jam setting. You’ll begin 
with the absolute basics of developing a bass line over a drum beat and chord progression. 
Audio jam tracks are included for working on your creative playing as you develop a musical 
vocabulary.  

You’ll learn about the rhythmic grid and how to use tension and release both rhythmically 
and melodically.  

By the end of volume 1 you will be creating your own catchy riffs, bass lines through a 
variety of chord progressions (including blues) and playing interesting fills in all areas of the 
fretboard. 

Volume 2 delves into Melodic Playing and Solo Improvisation. We begin with some 
expansions on the bass line creation of volume 1 before moving into the expressive 
phrasing of melodies.  

After building an expressive toolkit, we then move into the basics of solo improvisation. We 
begin with soloing over a single chord before moving through chord progressions with chord 
tones, scales and finally chromatic embellishment. 

This is the first online course designed for teaching melodic playing and soloing for bass with 
a clear progressive, step-by-step approach 

The Creative Bassist is the perfect course for any player looking to go beyond the basics of 
playing and into the creation of music.  



The Creative Bassist Vol 1 
Course Breakdown 

Module 1: Creative Fundamentals 
 
The Creative Bassist 1-0 Introduction 
This introductory lesson provides an overview of the complete course and how best to 
practice the material. 

The Creative Bassist 1-1 The Art Of Jamming 
Here we take a look at Jamming: What it is and the skills required for jamming in a band 
situation. 

The Creative Bassist 1-2 Talking Through The Bass 
This lesson introduces the concept of musical vocabulary and how repertoire, listening and 
practice all combine in developing a tonal personality. Vocabulary is key to all music 
improvisation. 

The Creative Bassist 1-3 The Two Forms 
In this lesson we delve into the two main types of bass line used in the majority of songs. 
The repeating riff and the non-repeating bass line that outlines a progression.  

The Creative Bassist 1-4 Elements Of A Groove 
Melody, Rhythm and Harmony are the main elements of a groove. In this lesson we isolate 
each element and use examples to demonstrate their impact in a bass line. 

The Creative Bassist 1-5 The Grid 
Rhythm is the framework around which a groove is built. In this lesson we look at rhythm via 
a rhythmic grid system. 

The Creative Bassist 1-6 Creating With The Grid 
Here we use the grid as a framework for creating simple bass lines and riffs. 

The Creative Bassist 1-7 Deeper Into The Grid 
In this lesson we experiment with 8th notes in creating bass lines through a chord 
progression. 

The Creative Bassist 1-8 Detailed Rhythm 
Here we delve deeper into rhythm by adding 16th notes to our grid system. 

The Creative Bassist 1-9 Locking To That Beat 
In this lesson we look at our relationship with the drumkit in creating a groove and create 
bass lines by using the rhythm patterns of the drum beat.   



The Creative Bassist 1-10 Notation Essentials 
This lesson is an introduction to the basics of music notation so we can move away from the 
basic grid system of expressing rhythms and into the more specific realm of sheet music. 

The Creative Bassist 1-11 The Root Note Jam 
In this lesson we look at jamming on a variety of chord progressions and drum beats with 
just a single root note. 

The Creative Bassist 1-12 Pedalling Bass 
Here we move into the more rock style of pedalling a bass line over a drumbeat. We use 
both 8th and 16th note pedals. 

The Creative Bassist 1-13 Jamming On A Riff 
In this lesson we look at how we might use a riff in a jam situation by creating variations on 
a general theme. 

The Creative Bassist 1-14 Tone & Touch 
This lesson deals with the more technique based area of tone in developing a musical 
personality.  

The Creative Bassist 1-15 Building Repertoire & Vocabulary 
In this lesson we look at the importance of repertoire in developing your musical vocabulary 
and how best to approach learning new songs in order to maximise the benefits. 

 

Module 2 - The Music Foundation 
 

The Creative Bassist 2-1 The Beauty Of Intervals 
Intervals are the building blocks of music. In this lesson we look at the basic set of major 
scale intervals and use them creatively in developing bass riffs and lines. 

The Creative Bassist 2-2 The Darkness Of Minor 
We can now add minor intervals into the mix. Again, using them creatively every step of the 
way. 

The Creative Bassist 2-3 Useful Fingerings 
Here we look at a variety of different fingerings for playing intervals. This allows us to move 
around the fretboard a little more freely while creating bass lines. 

The Creative Bassist 2-4 Extra Intervals 
In this lesson we add some extra intervals that allow for developing our tonal palette. 

The Creative Bassist 2-5 Outlining The Harmony 
We can now look at the basics of chord tones and make use of them in creating bass lines 
over a variety of chord progressions. 



The Creative Bassist 2-6 Opening Up the Fretboard 
In this lesson we add alternative fingerings to our arpeggio shapes and use them to unlock 
the fretboard. 

The Creative Bassist 2-7 The Diverse Fifth 
Here we begin working through each chord tone in isolation as a way of developing our 
musical vocabulary. 

The Creative Bassist 2-8 Travelling The Fretboard 
In this lesson we look at some methods for learning the fretboard by using multiple 
positions. 

The Creative Bassist 2-9 The Expressive Third 
Here we add the third of the chord into our bass line vocabulary. 

The Creative Bassist 2-10 Connecting The Harmony 
Approach notes can be added to the chord tones in order to add smooth transitions and a 
wider tonal palette. 

The Creative Bassist 2-11 Extending The Harmony 
In this lesson we move beyond triads into a basic set of the most commonly used seventh 
chords. 

The Creative Bassist 2-12 Smoother Connections 
Chromatic approach allows us to create even smoother melodic movements and transitions. 

The Creative Bassist 2-13 The Key Concept 
In this lesson we move into the concept of key centers and tonality. 

The Creative Bassist 2-14 Harmony Of A Key 
By learning the chords in a major key we can memorise, play and write chord progressions 
with purpose. 

The Creative Bassist 2-15 The Progress Of Progressions 
In this lesson we look at how chord progressions work by way of voice leading, tension and 
release. 

The Creative Bassist 2-16 The Natural Minor 
The Natural Minor scale can be added to the Major scale as our two main tonal palettes. 

The Creative Bassist 2-17 Harmony Of A Minor Key 
We can use the Natural Minor scale as our palette for creating the chords of a Minor Key. 

The Creative Bassist 2-18 Beyond The Chord Tones 
Chord Tones are the framework we use as our basis for creating bass lines but we also need 
to incorporate non-chord tones. 



The Creative Bassist 2-19 Applying Chord Scales 
Chord Scales are used for addressing individual chords in a progression. In this lesson we use 
a variety of chord scales in creating melodic devices while working around the harmony of a 
tune. 

The Creative Bassist 2-20 An Introduction To Modes 
We can’t address chord scales without venturing into the world of Modes. In this lesson we 
look at the Modes of the Major scale. 

The Creative Bassist 2-21 Getting Creative With Modes 
In this lesson we get creative with the modes of the major scales.  

 

Module 3 - Riffs, Fills and Pentatonics 
 

The Creative Bassist 3-1 Elements Of A Riff 
In this lesson we break down the individual elements of a riff as a foundation for creating 
our own melodic ostinatos. 

The Creative Bassist 3-2 Rhythmic Drive 
In this lesson we use rhythmic tension and release as a main contributing factor in creating 
dramatic bass riffs. 

The Creative Bassist 3-3 Rhythmic Density 
Here we look at creating bass riffs with varying degrees of rhythmic density.  

The Creative Bassist 3-4 The Higher Register 
Many bass riffs take place in the lower register of the bass. But tension or dramatic 
expression by playing in the higher register. 

The Creative Bassist 3-5 Fragments Of A Riff 
In this lesson we make use of smaller fragments of a larger riff in creating new material. This 
is a key part of generating vocabulary. 

The Creative Bassist 3-6 Triplets & Swing 
Here we move into triplet rhythms before adding swing feel into the mix. 

The Creative Bassist 3-7 Twelve Bar Blues 
The twelve bar blues is on of the most common progressions in modern music. Let’s look at 
how we can jam a bass lines through a variety of blues variations. 

The Creative Bassist 3-8 Blues Riffs 
Besides regular chord outlines, we can also use repeating bass riffs in playing through a 
twelve bar blues. 



The Creative Bassist 3-9 Minor and 12/8 Blues 
In this lesson we move from the basic major blues into Minor Blues and the 12/8 blues 
variation. 

The Creative Bassist 3-10 Walking Bass 
Walking Bass is an essential skill to work on for bassists looking to play jazz or blues. But it’s 
also a useful skill to have for ANY bassist. The skills you acquire from improving a walking 
bass line transfer to all other styles.  

The Creative Bassist 3-11 Interest With Inversions 
In this lesson we look at the concept of inversions and how they can have a huge impact 
with even the most simple of bass lines. 

The Creative Bassist 3-12 Getting Creative Away From The Root 
In this lesson we look at a variety of ways we can use notes other than the root in creating 
interesting slash chord harmony. 

The Creative Bassist 3-13 Elements Of A Fill 
Now let’s move into the development of bass fills. In this lesson we look at how we can use 
all of the skills we’ve acquired during this course to create interesting runs and transitions. 

The Creative Bassist 3-14 Pentatonic Practice 
The pentatonic scale is commonly used in all styles of music. In this lesson we look at the 
basic Major and Minor Pentatonic scales and how we can use them for creating great 
sounding riffs  

The Creative Bassist 3-15 Pentatonic Fills 
Next, we can use the two Pentatonic scales for creating awesome fills. 

The Creative Bassist 3-16 Future Practice 
In this final lesson of Volume 1 we look at how you can use the skills you’ve acquired in all 
future practice sessions. 

  



Groove Trainer For Bass Guitar Vol 2 
Course Breakdown 

Module 1: Deeper Into The Bass 
 

The Creative Bassist 2: 1-0 Introduction 
An introduction to the concepts covered in Volume 2 

The Creative Bassist 2: 1-1 Restricted Practice 
In this lesson we look at using restricted areas of practice in order to focus our study and 
turbo charge our improvement. 

The Creative Bassist 2: 1-2 Scale Restriction 
We can use restrictions in our scalar movement as a way of moving freely around the 
fretboard 

The Creative Bassist 2: 1-3 Chord Tone Restriction 
Here we can apply the same restrictions to our triad and seventh chord use. 

The Creative Bassist 2: 1-4 Chromatic Restriction 
Using chromatic notes with restriction will be provide ultimate freedom while creating bass 
lines. 

The Creative Bassist 2: 1-5 Expanding Your Fills 
We can also use restriction while practicing our fills. This allows us total freedom around the 
fretboard. 

The Creative Bassist 2: 1-6 Pentatonic Positions 
There are 5 pentatonic scale positions we can use in creating our fills around the fretboard. 

The Creative Bassist 2: 1-7 Pentatonic Restriction 
By restricting out Pentatonic scales to only two strings we are forced into moving through 
each position at a greater pace. This adds further improvement to our fluency around the 
fretboard. 

The Creative Bassist 2: 1-8 Intervallic Fills 
We can use individual intervals to create interesting fills. This takes us beyond to regular 
scalar or arpeggio based movement of previous lessons. 

The Creative Bassist 2: 1-9 Modal Intervals 
In this lesson we use a variety of intervals built from specific Modes in order to create new 
flavours in our fills.  



The Creative Bassist 2: 1-10 Scalar Sequencing 
Sequences are a great way to diversify our fills. Scale sequences can provide limitless 
possibilities when creating longer runs. 

The Creative Bassist 2: 1-11 Arpeggio Sequences 
We can also apply sequences to triad and seventh chord arpeggios.  

The Creative Bassist 2: 1-12 Repeated Notes 
In this lesson we add repeated notes into our runs and fills. This adds diversity to the chord 
tones/scale movement covered throughout the course.  

The Creative Bassist 2: 1-13 Anacrusis & Anticipation 
In this lesson we look at anticipation and pickup bars as a way of adding rhythmic interest to 
a bass line/riff. 

The Creative Bassist 2: 1-14 Playing In Three 
The ¾ time signature is a very common meter in all styles of music.  

The Creative Bassist 2: 1-15 Feeling Odd Time 
In this lesson we move beyond common time signatures into odd meters such as 5/4 and 
7/4  

Module 2 - Melodic Bass 
 

The Creative Bassist 2: 2-1 Why Bassists Can’t Solo 
There are several reasons why bassists find soloing tough when getting started. In this 
lesson we delve into those reasons and look at why you should learn melodies before 
soloing. 

The Creative Bassist 2: 2-2 Getting Started With Melody 
In this lesson we look at some popular melodies and how best to practice them. 

The Creative Bassist 2: 2-3 The Importance Of Register 
Let’s take a look at melody register and how it can have a huge impact on playability and 
expression. 

The Creative Bassist 2: 2-4 Fretting Options 
In this lesson we look at how to best to distribute the notes of a melody on the instrument. 

The Creative Bassist 2: 2-5 Tonal Personality 
In this lesson we look at technique and how it can have a huge impact on the expression of a 
melody and the musical personality of the performer. 

  



 

The Creative Bassist 2: 2-6 Expression Through Vibrato 
Vibrato is an important expressive technique. In this lesson we look at how to control 
vibrato and use it effectively in our phrasing of a melody. 

The Creative Bassist 2: 2-7 Slide Embellishment 
In this lesson we add slides as embellishment when phrasing a melody. 

The Creative Bassist 2: 2-8 Legato Phrasing 
Hammer-ons and pull-offs can be used to effectively add fluidity to the lines of a melody. In 
this lesson we compare picked vs legato lines and look at some interesting methods for 
combining both attacks. 

The Creative Bassist 2: 2-9 Bends Are For Bassists Too 
Here we move into bending as an expressive tool in our phrasing of melodies. 

The Creative Bassist 2: 2-10 Dynamic Expression 
Dynamics are one of the most impactful expressive devices in music. In this lesson we look 
at how to tastefully phrase a melody with a dynamic approach. 

The Creative Bassist 2: 2-11 Playing Around The Time 
Here we learn how to use rhythm in embellishing a melody.  

The Creative Bassist 2: 2-12 Analysing A Melody 
Melodic analysis will change the way you see, hear and play music. In this lesson we analyse 
a melody and look at how everything relates back to the harmony. 

The Creative Bassist 2: 2-13 Melodic Embellishment 
In this final lesson on melody we look at how to use melodic ornamentation in embellishing 
a basic tune. This is the transition point for moving into solo improvisation around a melody. 

 

Module 3 - Melodic Bass & The Solo Improviser 
 

The Creative Bassist 2: 3-1 Solo Vocabulary & Transcription 
Vocabulary is the key to developing your improvisation skills. In this lesson we look at how 
we can cultivate this side of our playing through transcription and general practice. 

The Creative Bassist 2: 3-2 The Importance Of Phrasing 
In this lesson we look at how all solos are constructed from phrases. These are the building 
blocks of improvisation. 

The Creative Bassist 2: 3-3 Basic Chord Tone Soloing 
Next, we can build on our phrasing foundation with the introduction of simple chord tones. 
In this lesson we make use of triad chord tones in isolation.  



The Creative Bassist 2: 3-4 Developing Chord Tone Phrases 
In this lesson we move from single chord tones to chord tone groupings and permutations.  

The Creative Bassist 2: 3-5 Seventh Chord Soloing 
Next, we can add four note groupings as we add the seventh chord to our improvisation 
practice. 

The Creative Bassist 2: 3-6 Soloing Through Positions 
After using chord tones in a restricted area of the bass, we can start moving more freely 
around the instrument by shifting through different positions. 

The Creative Bassist 2: 3-7 Beyond The Chord Tones 
After soloing with chord tones, it’s time to add extra scale notes into the mix by way of 
melodic devices. 

The Creative Bassist 2: 3-8 Melodic Runs 
In this lesson we look at how to create longer runs that can be used to expand on our basic 
phrase patterns. 

The Creative Bassist 2: 3-9 Solo Sequences 
Sequences can be used very effectively in soloing. In this lesson we experiment with a 
variety of different sequences. 

The Creative Bassist 2: 3-10 Beyond The Seventh 
In this lesson we make use of the flavour notes: The ninth, the eleventh and the thirteenth. 

The Creative Bassist 2: 3-11 Phrase Repetition 
In this lesson we look at making use of repetition as a way of developing and connecting 
simple phrases. 

The Creative Bassist 2: 3-12 Pentatonic Improvisation 
Next, we can add the Major and Minor Pentatonic scales to our improvisation practice. 

The Creative Bassist 2: 3-13 Getting Started With Changes 
Up to this point we’ve only made use of single chords as a way of getting started with 
improvisation. In this lesson we move into some basic chord progressions. 

The Creative Bassist 2: 3-14 Chord Tone Combinations 
Next, we can make use of a variety of chord tone permutations through the example chord 
progressions. 

The Creative Bassist 2: 3-15 Deeper Into The Changes 
Our previous progressions made use of triads only. Next, let’s move into progressions 
making use of seventh chords. 

  



The Creative Bassist 2: 3-16 Melodic Devices In Progression 
Beyond the chord tones, we can add non chord tones into the mix by way of melodic 
devices. 

The Creative Bassist 2: 3-17 Running Through Changes 
In this lesson we look at how to use scalar runs as a way of playing through chord changes. 

The Creative Bassist 2: 3-18 Chromatic Phrases 
We finally add chromatic notes into our solo improvisation. This adds a more sophisticated 
sound to our phrases and is an important first step in learning jazz improvisation. 

The Creative Bassist 2: 3-19 Blues Improvisation 
Finally, let’s look at how to use all of our soloing concepts in improvising over a twelve bar 
blues progression. 

The Creative Bassist 2: 3-20 Future Study 
In this final lesson we look at how to work on all of the creative areas covered in this course. 

  



The Creative Bassist 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
What level of player is the course aimed at? 
Volume 1 of the course is aimed at players of a beginner to intermediate level. You will need 
to have a basic knowledge of the instrument, so this is a good course for those having 
completed the Bassic Fundamentals course or Groove Trainer. 

Volume 2 is aimed at players of intermediate to advanced level.  

What Will I Learn? 
After completing the course you will be a Creative Bassist. You will have the ability to create 
grooves in a variety of styles, on the fly, in a jam session. You will be able to write bass lines 
and riffs in a band setting and have the ability to improvise fills that work with the harmony. 

You will be able to play melodies with expression and embellishment. You will have a grasp 
of the expressive techniques such as vibrato and sliding while being able to embellish the 
melody with melodic and rhythmic freedom. 

You will also be able to play improvise solos through a variety of different chord 
progressions. Your solos will work around the harmony and will make use of chord tones, 
scales, modes and chromatic notes. You will also build a foundation for developing your own 
musical vocabulary. 

How Long Are The Lessons? 
The lesson lengths vary but the complete course contains over 20 hours of video content. 

How is the course presented? Do I Download Anything?  
The course is hosted on the Talkingbass website so there are no video files to download. 
There is a Dropbox folder containing the Course Workbook. The link will be sent in your 
welcome email and is also provided on the Creative Bassist lessons menu. 

Is There A Time Limit On Taking The Course? 
No. You can take as long as want. There are no time limits 

Do I Have Lifetime Access To The Course? 
Yes, all TalkingBass purchases provide Lifetime Access. 


